
Tri-County Early College
2015-2016 School-wide Achievement Highlights

• Students giving of their time and talent, helping others by volunteering nearly 3,250 
hours into our community. 

•Staff and students 
engaged the school 
community in completing 
and submitting the XQ 
Superschool grant, 
resulting in being named 

by the XQ Foundation as 1 of 50 Finalists out of over 
3,000 initial applicants.  

• Named by NC New Schools as a School of 
Innovation and Excellence among the state’s 
cooperative and innovative high schools. 

• Success evidenced by students winning prizes in 
several contests, including the local Pumpkin 
Chunkin in Hayesville, NC, the North Carolina 
Gravity Games derby car in Lenoir, NC, STEM-E 
educators conference in Cherokee, NC. 

• Students earned over 2,471 college credit hours at Tri-County Community College, 
saving our area families $196,000 in tuition and fees. Total Estimated WCU Tuition 
Saved = $1.2 million   (*This is WCU tuition only. If fees and transportation costs were 
accounted for this number would easily exceed $2 million). 

• 23 TCEC graduates earned around $885,000 in scholarships. 

• Estimated FTE’s earned for Tri-County Community College: $926,000.  Being in 
existence for over a decade, we are in the range of $5-7 million in total FTE’s earned 
for the community college. 

• This year’s projects include The Power of Nature and The Power of Story, Law & 
Order, & Jaguar Cage (take off on the Shark Tank entrepreneurship show)  More 
details of our projects can be found on our website at www.tricountyearlycollege.org   

https://xqsuperschool.org/
http://congrego.cherokee.k12.nc.us/MeetingAgendaFiles/94/1579/07%20Tri-County%20Early%20College%20HS%20-%20Superintendent.pdf
http://congrego.cherokee.k12.nc.us/MeetingAgendaFiles/94/1579/07%20Tri-County%20Early%20College%20HS%20-%20Superintendent.pdf
http://www.tricountyearlycollege.org


• Liz Bell of ednc.org did a feature article on TCEC at the end of September 2016, 
noting Lieutenant Governor Dan Forest’s visit to our school.   Forest commented that 
he’d like to see what we are doing at TCEC replicated across the state, “Hey, we’ve 
seen these examples and where this is working really well.  Let’s take that and then 
multiply that.  Let’s duplicate it as fast as we can.” 

• TCEC was host to several visiting principals and central office personnel from other 
areas of the state, as well as elected officials, including NC Senator Jim Davis, and 
Lieutenant Governor, Dan Forest.  State Superintendent, Mark Johnson, has 
made a verbal commitment to visit TCEC sometime during Spring 2017.  NC 
House Member, Kevin Corbin, has committed to visiting us in March 2017. 

• Faculty Member Achievements:  
   Adam Haigler Named NCSTA District 8 Teacher of the Year 
   Alissa Cheek Named Cherokee County Principal of the Year 
   Ben Owens Named Outstanding NC STEM 9-16 Educator! 

• Most importantly, TCEC continues striving to achieve her stated vision: The TCEC 
Learning Community will equip students with the skills, knowledge, and 
inspiration needed to thrive in a changing world and to accomplish any dream 
imaginable.

http://ednc.org
https://www.ednc.org/2016/09/23/forest-visits-innovative-murphy-school/

